
Jim Silvernail, a second-
generation firefighter, 
is a Battalion Chief 
with the Metro West 
Fire Protection District 
of St. Louis County, 
Missouri. He has 
more than 15 years of 
operational experience 

at the company level and is a lead instructor at 
the St. Louis County Fire Academy, specializing in 
truck company operations. 

Jim deployed with Missouri Task Force One 
(FEMA Urban Search and Rescue) as a Plans Team 
Manager to Hurricane Sandy (Oct./Nov. 2012) in 
New York, NY. He holds an AAS in fire protection 
technology, a BA in business administration, 
and an MS in human resource management. 
In addition to Suburban Fire Tactics, Jim has 
written numerous articles for Fire Engineering 
magazine. He is a workshop instructor at the 
Fire Department Instructors Conference (FDIC) 
and has presented at various state and regional 
conferences. 

Custom training deliveries by
 

Battalion Chief James Silvernail
Metro West Fire Protection District

Courses offered can be customized to your 
audience’s need or specific schedule. 

Designed as 4-, 8- or 12-hour offerings, 
Battalion Chief Silvernail can adapt key 
messages to any length of speaking or 
training opportunity. Please consider  

requesting a special-topic engagement for 
your event.

@SubFireTactics
Jim@SuburbanFireTactics.com
Facebook.com/SuburbanFire
SuburbanFireTactics.com



“It does not take much strength to do things, but
it requires great strength to decide on what to do...” 

            Elbert Hubbard

No other action saves more lives on the fire 
scene than the proper size attack line, stretched to the 

correct location and placed in service at the proper time.

Suburban Fire Tactics is a dynamic conversation 
led by Jim Silvernail, a Battalion Chief with 
significant experience engaging fire and initiating 
rescues in suburbs of St. Louis. Suburban Fire 
Tactics is more than a presentation, it is a forum 
to research, document and share the challenges 
and solutions encountered by firefighters and fire 
department administrators operating in urban 
interfaces.

Suburban Fire Tactics is not a be-all, cure-
all conclusion to the ailments, hazards and 
challenges that evolve daily in our industry. 
Just as the science, infrastructure, tools and 
mentalities change, so should the tactics used to 
complete our fundamental mission- to save life, 
mitigate hazards and preserve property.

How do you implement initial, tactical actions on 
the fireground as a suburban, fireground officer 
in a quint or partial quint concept?  Do you flip a 
coin to decide between operating as an engine or 
truck company?   

This in-depth presentation is designed to 
demonstrate the critical importance of having 
educated, experienced fireground decision 
making processes and to stimulate discussions 
toward achieving consistently safe coordinated 
fire attacks.  The answer is having effective 
standard operating guidelines, experienced 
company officers, and training.

In regard to a coordinated fire attack, there is 
nothing more effective than a timely, coordinated 
team effort.

Suburban Fire Tactics is a guide for suburban-
based fire operations. All fire departments in the 
country share the same common objectives: to 
save lives, protect property and to limit harmful 
impacts to the environment. The only differences 
between urban, rural and suburban agencies are 
in the delivery of tactics and strategies.

FEATURES AND BENEFITS

• Understand the key objectives and 
strategies for suburban operations

• Obtain a guide to develop 
suggested operating 
guidelines for suburban 
fire fighting

• Gain the knowledge 
to develop and apply 
successful fireground 
tactics in suburban 
settings

Order your copy online at 
SuburbanFireTactics.com




